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good judges to have excelled any others on the field of battle, and
their artillery, which was French, had given better results than
the Krupp guns of their adversaries. These results so distressed
Austria-Hungary, that a day or two before the Bucharest Treaty
was signed she secretly invited the support of her Allies, Germany
and Italy, in an attack on Serbia, which she defined as defensive
action3 involving the casus foederis. Italy refused to regard it
in that light; and for the time the project dropped.1 Otherwise
the European war might have been anticipated by eleven
months.
But the Austrian attitude, though serious, was not the gravest
new fact for Europe. Austria had a fire-eating chief of the general
staff, Conrad von Hotzendorf, who habitually urged war on any
suitable pretext. She had also early in 1912 lost her foreign
minister, Count Aehrenthal, and taken as his successor Count
Berchtold, a man much more pliable to Conrad's impulses. But
in the last resort she could never plunge without the backing of
Germany; and this, though difficult to refuse, could not be taken
for granted. Graver, then, than any effect on Vienna was the
effect of the Balkan events on Berlin. It is clear that in January
1913 a decision was there taken, that war between the Triple and
Dual Alliances had become inevitable, and that Germany's
business was to prepare for it instantly and bring it about when
she was ready—in her time, not in her enemies'. For in that
month were formulated plans, which in March became printed
bills for the Reichstag, not merely to augment the army's annual
intake of conscripts from 280,000 to 343,000 (by including all
hitherto exempted fit men), and to make corresponding increases
of officers, non-commissioned officers, horses, guns, &c., but to
raise for non-recurring military purposes a capital levy of 1,000
million marks. Germany, it must be remembered, was already
before this taxed to the utmost. She was not a rich country com-
pared with England or France; she had scarcely any money to
spare for foreign investment; her mushroom industries were in few
instances on a lucrative basis apart from state orders. So painful
had grown the pinch of taxation that the Reichstag was almost
mutinous. Yet here was a project to pile on top of it in one year
1,000 million marks—a sum equivalent in gold for the foreign
exchange to about £50 million sterling, but in German domestic
1 These facts were first disclosed by Giolitti, then Italian prime minister, in the
Italian Chamber on 5 December 1914.

